
Reading for Seminar 3 - Historiae adversus paganos (418) by Paulus Orosius 

 

The Betty Behrens Seminar on Classics of Historiography 

Thursday 29 May 2025, 2.15pm – 4pm  

Victoria Leonard (Victoria.leonard@sas.ac.uk)  

 

Please read the Introduction to Andy Fear’s translation of Orosius’s Historiae into English – 

pages 1-25 

 

Please read the following passages from the Historiae: 

1. The beginning of the Historiae (Prologue), where Orosius addresses Augustine who 

had requested that Orosius write the Historiae. The Prologue is immediately followed 

by Orosius’s geographical description of the entire world (not provided), and the 

conclusion to this description – pages 31-36, and page 50 

2. Orosius’s descriptions of the Gallic and Gothic sacks of Rome (390 BCE and 410 CE 

respectively), and the closing passage of the Historiae, where Orosius again defers to 

the authority of Augustine – pages 106-8, and pages 401-4, pages 406-7, and pages 

411-14 

3. The end of Book Six and the beginning of Book Seven which include the Coming of 

Christ, the Roman empire, and the accession of Augustus, synchronised according to 

divine providence – pages 315-17, and pages 320-25 

4. The sufferings of war and imperial expansion, and Christian Roman identity as the 

antidote – pages 206-10 

 

The Introduction and all extracts are taken from: 

Fear, A.T., Orosius, Seven Books of History Against the Pagans (Translated Texts for Historians  

54; Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2010) 
























































































































