Clare Hall Entrepreneurship Prize 2025

Clare Hall is unique within the Colleges of the University of Cambridge for its eclectic collection of members, including a number from beyond traditional academia. We are fortunate to have members deeply involved with entrepreneurship and industry, along with Cambridge’s largest Visiting Fellowship scheme that helps stimulate novel collaborations. 

Thanks to the generosity of our Associate and serial biotech entrepreneur Dr Mike Trower, Clare Hall is establishing a prize to foster the next generation of entrepreneurs. The £5,000 prize is open to budding entrepreneurs in any field, including social ventures, with the primary condition being that it is used to further test an idea/concept to de-risk follow on investment, which could be via a start-up or translational grants. The prize could be used, for example, to perform user validation studies, explore product-market fit, commission market or regulatory research, or other relevant de-risking steps. It is expected that IP related matters such as patent landscaping will be handled via Cambridge Enterprise (CE), and indeed for University IP related applications, it is expected that the applicant will have already contacted CE and explored the potential for IP protection. Importantly, applications should be completely non-confidential, please do not disclose any confidential IP as part of this process.

Applications will be judged by a panel of college and external members with experience in entrepreneurial activities. We expect to fund one prize every year in the first instance. Shortlisted applicants will be invited to pitch their proposal to a committee (10 min + 5 min Q&A). Although there are no restrictions on the team size, it is typical that start-ups/spin-outs are a joint effort and have at least 2 members. At least one of the team (in a leadership position) should be a current Clare Hall member in one of the following categories: Student, Affiliated Postdoc, Research Fellow.

Applicants are invited to submit a 2-page (minimum font size 11) non-confidential application as per the Application Form on the following page.

If commissioning external work (market research, regulatory consultancy etc.), please identify your selected consultants and obtain quotes in advance of the application. If you have contacted CE in advance of the application, please name the CE contact handling your IP. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Applications should be sent to Dr Rachel Sippy (rjs271@cam.ac.uk) and Dr Jehangir Cama (jc632@cam.ac.uk), co-leads of the Entrepreneurship, Business and Sustainability Special Interest Group, by 5pm on 1st April 2025. Shortlisted applicants will be expected to pitch towards the beginning of Easter Term 2025 with the results announced shortly thereafter.














APPLICATION FORM

Proposal Title:

Team:

Describe your concept in one sentence:

Provide a summary of the needs addressed by your idea:

Introduce any technology you are developing:

Describe the commercialisation potential of your concept:

How would you use this prize?


